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'arrings,  no discord.    The whole machine of civil
ife would work without obstruction or disorder, and
the course of its movements would be like the har-
mony of the spheres.
Such would be the happy state of a truly Christian
nation within itself. Nor would its condition with
regard to foreign countries form a contrast to this
its internal comfort. Such a community, on the
contrary, peaceful at home, would bo respected and
beloved abroad. General integrity in all its dealings
would inspire universal confidence: differences be-
tween nations commonly arise from mutual injuries,
and still more from mutual jealousy and distrust.
Of the former, there would be no longer any ground
for complaint; the latter would find nothing to
attach upon. But if, in spite of all its justice and
forbearance, the violence of some neighbouring state
should force it to resist an unprovoked attack, (for
hostilities strictly defensive are those only in which
it would be engaged,) its domestic union would double
its national force ; whilq the consciousness of a good
cause, and of the general favour of Heaven, would
invigorate its arm, and inspirit its efforts.
It is indeed the position of an author, to whom
we have had frequent occasion to refer, and whose
Position, love of paradox has not seldom led him
that Chris- into error, that true Christianity is an
^hmMeto enemy to patriotism. If by patriotism is
patriotism, meant that mischievous and domineering
opposed. quality which renders men ardent to pro-
mote, not the happiness, but "the aggrandizement of
their own country, by the oppression and conquest
of every other; to such patriotism, so generally
applauded in the heathen world, that religion must
be indeed an enemy, whose foundation is justice,
and whose compendious character is " peace,—

